
 
                                                             
     

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, JULY 20,  2010 AT 7:49 PM.  
 
1) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 

Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   _________  ____X___ 
Hon. Tency A. Eason           (North Ward)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ____X___  ____________ 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed   (West Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Council President 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Abdul- Rasheed had a quorum. 

  
           ALSO PRESENT   
 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk    ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                   ____X___                    _________ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney     ____X___  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legal Research Officer                      ____X___                   _________ 
      John F. Mason, Business Administrator   ____X___  __________ 

Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office    ____X___  _________ 
         
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 

2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine 
Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in 
The Orange Transcript on July 15, 2010, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and 
filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the matters for discussion. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Councilwoman Williams 
  

• Suggested Standing Committees for City of Orange Township Council- Hon. 
Donna K. Williams 

 
Councilwoman Williams began by stating, as per Councilwoman Eason’s request, she 
waited until a Legislative Research Officer was hired before proceeding with the  
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suggested standing committees.  Councilwoman Williams stated that the Legislative 
Research Officer gave her good feedback on one standing committee that she was 
receptive of.    
 
Councilwoman Williams stated that it is her goal that the information provided is 
treated efficiently to see that there is a Standing Committee where the departments  
can submit their resolutions and/or ordinances to this committee or the president who 
will distribute them accordingly.  She stated that the resolutions and ordinances will 
be reviewed in depth, and the Standing Committee will make a recommendation to the 
full body where they can move forward accordingly. Councilwoman Williams stated 
that she would hope to move forward with getting these committees established in 
order to conduct city business more proficiently. 
 
Please see the attached paperwork on Suggested Standing Committees 
 
Councilwoman Williams recognized Legislative Research Officer Dwayne Warren 
 
Mr. Warren stated that negotiating should go under the Personnel Committee. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked if that was number eight. 
 
Mr. Warren in response stated, yes. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked Mr. Warren what would be his recommendation as it 
relates to standing committees. 
 
Mr. Warren in response stated, in terms of the efficiency of the Council it’s probably a 
good idea. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Mr. Warren if he’s basing the efficiency of 
his past experience with other municipalities on recommendations for the Standing 
Committees. 
 
Mr. Warren stated in response that he is using his past experience with other 
municipalities as a guide for Standing Committees here in Orange. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
Councilwoman Williams through Council President Abdul- Rasheed to City Attorney 
Marvin Braker asked would we need to produce a resolution or an ordinance to 
establish the Standing Committees. 
 
Mr. Braker stated, you would want it in an ordinance so that it is codified in the City’s 
code.  Mr. Braker stated that he won’t disagree with Mr. Warren that certain things 
should be shifted to the Personnel Committee.  However, when it comes to 
negotiations it is an Administrative prerogative and not one of the Legislative Branch.  
Mr. Braker stated that the Standing Committee usually address the entire Council at 
the time of the Council Meeting, with their recommendations. 
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Councilwoman Williams read the duties of the Standing Committees: Please see the 
attached.  
 
Councilwoman Williams stated, it was in her thought process to mimic other 
municipalities as they use Standing Committees as well. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked if East Orange would be one of the 
municipalities amongst others that Councilwoman Williams had been observing, as it 
relates to Standing Committees. 
 
Councilwoman Williams stated that in her review she observed East Orange, Newark, 
Milburn and municipalities online as far as the west coast.  Councilwoman Williams 
stated that she had sat in on a Standing Committee meeting in East Orange so that she 
could get a feel as to how the meeting was conducted and what had taken place. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked if the Legislative Aid would be so kind to work with  
Mr. Braker, with establishing an ordinance for the Standing Committees. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated to Councilwoman Williams that the entire 
Council should have the opportunity to meet or have a say in this ordinance before it 
has been established. 
 
Councilwoman Williams in response stated to Council President that she had thought 
this was the meeting to discuss it. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that she will not be supporting this because it adds 
another layer that’s not needed to get the business done for the City.  Councilwoman 
Eason stated, with past history has shown liaisons do not work.  Councilwoman Eason 
stated, as a ward Councilwoman she should be able to address the needs of her ward, 
and not take them to a committee.  
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
Councilwoman Williams stated that we currently have two standing committees which 
is the Personnel Committee and Finance Committee.  She stated that one of the on 
going remarks by her colleagues at the Council Meetings is that information is 
constantly being shoved down their throats, and they weren’t made aware because of 
lack of preparation.   She then stated, in light of those remarks is the reason that she 
brought up the Standing Committees.  Councilwoman Williams stated that resolutions 
and ordinance rarely get to the floor without first going through a Standing 
Committee, which takes away the lack of preparation by this body. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized City Attorney Marvin Braker 
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Mr. Braker stated that this is not a matter for executive closed session as the public 
should be a part of it, as it does not fall under exemption of the Open Public Meetings 
Act. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked that the Clerk move the agenda. 
 
The Municipal Clerk announced the next matters for discussion as follows: 
 
• Presentation by Valerie Jackson, Director of Planning and Economic 

Development, regarding Valley Renaissance Redevelopment Project. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Director Valerie Jackson-  
 
Please see the attached packet of information for specific details. 
                               
Director Jackson began by stating that the Valley Renaissance Redevelopment Project 
is a great opportunity for home ownership.  She stated that the old Berg Hat Factory 
is being renovated to offer thirty- nine loft style condominiums, in which nine of them 
will be affordable and thirty at market rate. 
 
Director Jackson stated, given the amendment to the project which has grown from 
twenty nine to thirty nine loft style condominiums, along with the a long-term tax 
abatement request given the new configuration of the project.  She stated that we 
already have a twenty year tax abatement for the Berg Hat factory but again this is an 
amended long- Term Tax Abatement request. 
 
Director Jackson recognized Patrick Morrissy, Executive Director of HANDS 
 
Mr. Morrissy stated, in his opinion that the Berg Hat Factory is in the most blighted 
section of Orange, located within the Valley Arts District.  Mr. Morrissy stated that 
the Berg Hat Factory has been redesigned to reflect the markets reality and has been 
approved by the Planning Board.  Mr. Morrissy reiterated that there will be thirty-
nine loft condos for sale, in which nine of them will be affordable and thirty will be 
sold at market rate.  He stated that these are considered to be loft condos because of 
the high ceilings, exposed beams and big windows, which give them that New York 
feel.  H then state that fifteen of the condos will have two bedroom and twenty- four 
will have one bedroom.  Lastly, Mr. Patrick stated that this project has a chance to 
take off, even in a soft market.  (Please see the attached for more details) 
 
Director Jackson recognized Tom Banker, City Consultant for Economical 
Development  
 
Mr. Banker stated that this isn’t a new project but was approved by the Council three 
years ago and it has its same structure, meaning that it is still a condominium style 
project, with a series of phases and there is a twenty year abatement.  He stated, with 
the abatement there is a formula which uses theoretical, principal and interest if you 
were to pay a hundred percent for the property and got a mortgage at the prevailing  
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interest rate.  Mr. Banker stated, when a condominium is resold the new owner 
doesn’t get the perks that the original owner had gotten.  
 
Mr. Braker stated that this proposal is no different than the project three years ago.  
He stated that the only difference is the redesign of the units.  Mr. Banker stated that 
it is harder to sell a unit because of the market.  Therefore, smaller units have been 
created to sell for less.        (Please see the attached for more details) 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 
Councilman Morton asked what the difference in square footage is since there were 
ten additional units added to the same area. 
 
Mr. Morrissy stated that fifteen units remained the same and sixteen units became 
twenty-four.  He stated that the units had gone from thirteen hundred square feet to 
eight hundred and fifty square feet, and then from fifteen hundred to nine hundred 
square feet. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked that Mr. Morrissy provide Councilman 
Morton with the specs to support the change in square footage. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 
Councilman Morton stated that he needs to know the price of the affordable units 
versus the market rate as well.  He stated that we should be placing people in units 
that are not only affordable but livable. 
 
Mr. Banker reiterated that Councilman Morton will be provided with the specs and 
projected prices.  Please see the attached. 
 
Director Jackson stated that people are going to get what they pay for.  She stated that 
someone desiring fifteen hundred square feet will not buy here.  However, the person 
that is attracted to home ownership and living in a loft style building with nine 
hundred square feet will buy here.  Director Jackson stated to Councilman Morton 
that seemed to be somewhat implied in his comments that people are getting short 
changed. 
 
Councilman Morton in response asked how many units the original project had. 
 
Director Jackson stated that the original project had twenty- nine units and most of 
them were two bedrooms and some one bedroom.   
 
Councilman Morton stated that families are being limited to living space. 
 
Director Jackson stated in response that these units aren’t being marketed to families 
with two or more children.  However, they may be marketed to a couple with an infant 
or a single adult.  Director Jackson stated, they’re getting what they pay for and there 
is a currently a demand for this type of housing. 
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Councilman Morton stated that he feels this project isn’t being sensitive for people in 
need.  Although he understands that you get what you pay for. 
 
Mr. Banker stated that the other project had all of the units at a hundred percent 
market rate and the current project has twenty percent of the units at affordable rate, 
which is relative to the nine units. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked Mr. Banker if he did a market analysis to see if we’ll be 
able to fill those units or will the building just sit there.  She then asked if Highland 
Lofts on Scotland Road had been filled.   
 
Mr. Banker in response stated that Highland Lofts had been filled, as far as he knows. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated that she often see for sale signs up at that location.  She 
then asked what is Mr. Banker’s back up plan if the Berg Loft condominiums don’t 
sell. 
 
Mr. Banker in response stated in this economy it is difficult for someone to get a 
mortgage.  However, it is nearly impossible for a builder to get financing.  Therefore, 
if this project can go over well with the banking community than that is the highest 
hurdle to get over.  Mr. Banker stated, if they get financing then guarantee that there 
is a market there, and if they don’t get the financing then there will be no need to 
worry about the lofts selling, because it will not get built. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked if they had already received financing. 
 
Mr. Banker stated, no. 
 
Director Jackson stated that they have to get the construction financing to get the 
building begin building.  Director Jackson stated that there is a certain degree of risks 
for the developer and she’s not going to pull the wool over the Council’s eyes and say 
that there isn’t.   Director Jackson stated, we have for sale signs through out the city, 
not just on Highland Lofts, which is an indication of the market.  Director Jackson 
stated that there is really no financing for home ownership but for rentals.  However, 
they’re trying to push this project through. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked if there was a possibility that the units could be rented if 
they don’t sell or is it based on ownership only. 
 
Director Jackson in response stated, they cannot rent these units and still get a tax 
abatement.  She stated that this tax abatement is set up for a condo deal in Urban 
Renewal Company only. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Derrick Griggs, Real-Estate Director 
for HANDS 
 



CONFERENCE MEETING          JULY 20, 2010 

- 7 - 

 
 
Mr. Griggs of 589 Tremont Steet, Unit E, Orange, New Jersey stated, as it relates to 
rental versus home ownership, a market analysis was performed over the past twelve 
months.  Mr. Griggs stated that they looked at the number of loft unit condos that 
have sold in Orange, which were somewhere between ten to fifteen, and at a smaller 
price point but because the taxes were much higher on a monthly basis it puts us right 
at the same position.   
 
Mr. Griggs stated, as it relates to the market rate units the average price will be 
approximately fourteen hundred dollars a month, which offers a units with fourteen 
feet ceilings, eight feet windows and its affordable in this economy from a renters 
perspective.  Mr. Griggs stated that the most to be paid for a one of the much larger 
units is approximately two thousand dollars.  Mr. Griggs stated that this project is 
beneficial because the cost of ownership is comparable to the cost of rental. 
 
(Please see the attached for more details) 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked the Clerk to move the agenda. 
 

4) RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 

The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the 
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any 
resolution or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked with respect to resolution 198-2010, who is paying for the 
training of the auxiliary officers. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed John Mason, BA 
 
Mr. Mason directed the inquiry to Police Director John Rappaport who was unavailable 
to answer.  However, Mayor Hawkins responded on his behalf. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Mayor Eldridge Hawkins, Jr. 
 
Mayor Hawkins stated that this operates under the office of Emergency Management and 
the responsibility for their training would rest with the city. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked if the officer’s training would be paid out of the City’s 
budget. 
 
Mayor Hawkins in response stated, that is correct. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked if they had to do the same amount of training as police 
officers. 
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Mayor Hawkins in response stated, no they do not.  He stated that they have modified 
responsibilities because they operate under Emergency Management.  He stated that their 
academy is only twelve weeks which less than the twenty-four week period for police 
officers. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked how much is it for the twelve week training. 
 
Mayor Hawkins stated that he didn’t know how much it would cost for the twelve weeks 
of training, off the top of his head.  However, the cost is minimum and there is an 
additional savings with these officers because they work for free. Mayor Hawkins stated 
that these officers are residents who are on call to do nominal jobs such as blocking and 
directing traffic, which will relieve a regular officer to respond to more emergent calls.  
He stated that Auxiliary Officers assist with a number of functions.  Therefore, we do not 
have to recall a Police Officer for an hour overtime, when they would be guaranteed to 
get more money than that on a recall.   
 
Mayor Hawkins stated that Auxiliary Officers are not replacing Police Officers.   He 
stated that there could be a hundred Auxiliary Officers on the street but if there are eight 
Police Officers scheduled they must be placed as scheduled.  Again, Auxiliary officers are 
not to replace Police Officers but to supplement. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated, even though they’re working for free we still carry the same 
liability as we do our Police Officers, correct. 
 
Mayor Hawkins in response stated, yes and that’s why they must be trained, as per the 
Civil Service guidelines, PTC guidelines and State parameters, and they are attached to 
the Police Department for those training purposes.  Again, they are an Auxiliary who 
operates under Emergency Management as prescribed by state statutes, as proclamation 
under the government and state statutes. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated, if they are under the office of Emergency Management, 
can’t the money come from Emergency Management for their training. 
 
Mayor Hawkins stated in response that we could look for grants but he wouldn’t want to 
be misleading as to there being no cost associated because there will be.  He stated, if the 
Auxiliary will be willing to come in and fill in for officers that are in emergent situations 
that would additional protection for the residents. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated as it relates to resolution 177-2010 (bill list) page 11 (division 
150, 166-1994) for American Bus and Coach, and page 13 (division 160, 14 FY09-03) for 
American Bus and Coach; she wanted to know if they were the same. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed John Mason, BA 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that the thirty-five thousand dollars on page 13 is a CDBG  
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grant funding for the purchase of a sixteen passenger mini bus with wheelchair lifts for 
the Department of Community Services.  Mr. Mason stated that the total price of the bus 
is a combination of the Community Development Block Grant, and on page 11 is a fifteen 
thousand, five hundred and sixty-five dollars purchase for the same bus, which is a 
combined payment for the bus. 
   
Councilwoman Eason asked if he’s charging it to two different accounts. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that the grant was only thirty-five dollars and the priced exceeded that.  
Therefore we used old capitol funding in the amount of fifteen thousand, five hundred 
and sixty-five dollars to fund the balance of the purchase. 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated with respect to resolution 177-2010 (bill list) page 16, 
(division 175-654) as it relates to Clinton Business Products, Inc., who were the chairs 
order for. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that these chairs will be replacing old chairs in the Police Department. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked if all of the furniture was for the Police Dept. 
 
Mr. Mason replied, yes. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked Chief Maginelli with respect to ordinance 15-2010 to 17-
2010, if he could summarize the reason for these amendments. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Chief Maginelli, Orange Fire Department 
 
Chief Maginelli in response stated that these ordinances are for non-life hazard use of 
fees, and all the surrounding towns have them. 
 
Councilwoman Williams asked if it is a mandate. 
 
Chief Maginelli stated that he’s not sure if it’s a mandate but it’s being put into 
ordinance, as it is in the surrounding towns. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked the Clerk to move the agenda. 
 

5)   MOTION TO ADJOURN  
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adjourn. 
  

 MOTION: Jones- Bell  Voice Vote   SECOND: Marable 
 
 
 ADJOURNMENT: 8:48 PM 
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